
with The Iowa Chapter of the Roof 

Consultants Institute to host an 

annual educational conference. This 

year’s lineup features four industry 

experts who will be presenting on 

topics both specialized to Roofing 

and Waterproofing trades, but also 

to anyone who is involved in design, 

testing, and construction as a 

whole. So if your job is to turn ideas 

into plans, plans into reality, or to 

make sure that reality works the 

way it’s supposed to, The Gateway 

Conference Center in Ames, Iowa is 

where you want to be on January 

27th.  

The Hallmark of the IRCA Winter 

Program has always been to pro-

vide first class training and hands-

on education for the applicators in 

the field who are responsible for 

the day to day installation and appli-

cation of roofing systems. This year 

I’ve never been much for winter in 

Iowa, but with how busy the past 

year has been, I’d be lying if I didn’t 

admit there’s a part of me that’s 

happy flurries are falling and the 

sub-zero wind chills have arrived. 

Earlier this year Dodge Analytics 

predicted 2016 non-residential 

construction spending would eclipse 

recent records from the early 

2000’s. While the final numbers 

aren’t officially in, the trend for 

most of the year has been pointing 

towards strong growth in non-

residential construction. As profes-

sionals, staying current on the 

standards, project requirements, 

building trends, installation practic-

es, and the needs of our customers 

are what separate us from our 

peers and competitors.  

In January the Iowa Roofing Con-

tractors Association is partnering 

The Midwest Roofing Contractors 

Association will be holding their 

Certified Torch Applicator Program 

(CERTA). So if you can’t remember 

the last time your guys we’re 

properly trained on correct torch 

usage, or if it’s just time for your 

annual renewal, this is a fantastic 

opportunity to have your crews up 

to date and ready to go when the 

snow melts and we’re right back at 

it again! Please register in advance 

for this class.     

Destinat ion :  Ames   

CER TA sets a S tandard for Training  

In 1986, the Midwest Roofing Con-

tractors Association (MRCA), in 

conjunction with the Asphalt Roofing 

Manufacturers 

Association and the United Union of 

Roofers, Waterproofers and Allied 

Workers, developed a curriculum 

for training roofing 

workers in the safe application or 

torch-applied roof systems. This 

program was named the Certified 

Roofing Torch Applicator 

program, or CERTA. 

In 2003, the insurance industry 

approached NRCA to address con-

cerns about increasing incidents 

and losses occurring during 

torching activities by roofing con-

tractors. NRCA recognized two 

things: Torching activities were, and 

will continue to be, a part 

of the roofing industry; and roofing 

workers traditionally have learned 

many skills, including torch use, 

through on-the-job techniques. 

This training method was not ade-

quately addressing the safety con-

cerns, and the need for focused 

training for safe torch 

use became apparent. NRCA adopt-

ed and revised the CERTA program 

to meet this need. 

2017 Winter Meeting 

 

 CERTA—Certified Roofing 

Torch Applicator Program       

- Presented by The MRCA 

 DOE Sponsored Research 

Update on Cool Roofing            
- Andre Desjarlais, Oak Ridge               

National Laboratory  

 International Leak Detection  

 Wind Modeling and Changes 

to ASCE-7                                       
- Thomas Lee Smith  TLSmith           

Consulting Group 

 Building Codes & Changes   
- Dave Ruffcorn  
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Program Itinerary  

The 

educational 

programming 

and lectures 

each  qualify 

for AIA and 

RCI Continuing 

Education 

Credits / 

Learning 

Units.  

  

Thursday Evening – January  26th, 2017 

4:00 - 7:00     Hospitality: The Iowa Stater Restaurant 
5:30 - 7:00     Board Meeting 
7:00          Dinner:    The Iowa Stater Restaurant 
 

 

Friday – January 27, 2017 

 Location: Central Prairie Programming 
 

7:30 – 9:00    Registration: Central Prairie Room 
8:00 – 8:30    IRCA/RCI Member Meeting 
8:30 – 9:00  TABLE TOPS: Gallery Lobby  
9:00 – 11:00    Andre Desjarlais— Oakridge Laboratory  
11:10 – Noon    Chris Eichron—International Leak Detection 
Noon –  1:00    LUNCH-North Prairie  
Noon –  1:00   TABLE TOPS Gallery Lobby 
1:00 – 2:00    Thomas Lee Smith— ASCE 7 
2:00 – 3:00     David Ruffcorn   
*Up to 5 CEUS  available, contact RCI –Iowa for details 
   

 Location: South Prairie Programming/Outdoor 
 

8:00 – 11:30      Certified Roofing Torch Applicator Training (CERTA)  
      * See Website for Details & Requirements  
12:30 – 4:00    Certified Roofing Torch Applicator Training (CERTA) 











hands on skills training under the 

direct supervision of a CERTA 

Trainer. Upon completion of the 

Training Program, a written test 
containing 25 multiple choice 

and True / False questions is 

administered. Those with a pass-

ing score will receive personal-

ized CERTA ID cards, which will 

be mailed to the participants 

within a few weeks.  

It is important to note: the CERTA 

Certification applies to only to 

the applicator, not to the compa-

ny the applicator is employed by. 
Additionally, certifications are 

only valid for 3 years, and re-

newals are required in order to 

maintain certification. If it has 

been more then 3 years since 
you have last renewed your 

CERTA Certification, your certifi-

Established in 1986 by the Mid-

west Roofing Contractors Asso-

ciation in conjunction with sever-

al Industry Affiliated Organiza-
tions, The Certified  Roofing 

Torch Applicator Program or 

CERTA has grown to be recog-

nized as the industries premier 

training program for safe and 

proper torch work.  

Since widespread implementa-

tion of the CERTA program in 

2004, Roofing torch-related fire 

incidents have decreased signifi-

cantly. For example, in 2002, one 
major insurance company paid 

35 roofing torch-related fire 

losses of more than $1,000 and 11 

of more than $500,000. In 2005, 

after only one year of the new 
NRCA/MRCA CERTA pro-

gram implementation, the same 

insurance company paid 13 loss-

es of more than $1000, including 

only two of more than $500,000. 

The NRCA/MRCA CERTA program 
had made a significant effect on 

the safe use of roofing torches 

throughout the roofing industry. 

CERTA is a comprehensive pro-

gram that incorporates both 

classroom, demonstrations, and 

cation is most likely no 

longer valid. Visit  

www.nrca.net/roofing/

CERTA-applicator-renewal-
322 for more information 

on the CERTA renewal pro-

cess.  

What is CERTA? 

The CERTA training program is ideal for contractors whose 
work involves torch applications. The full-day program 

trains experienced roof system installers on the safe use of 
roofing torches used to apply polymer-modified bitumen 
roofing products. CERTA training shows how proper roof 
system configuration design and application techniques 

can result in fire-safe installations. 
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Name: ______________________________________________ 

Company: ___________________________________________ 

Company Address: ____________________________________ 

     ____________________________________ 

Phone Number: ______________________________________ 

Email: ______________________________________________ 

    New Certification / Re-Certification 

    Renewal 

 

Online Registration and all Payments may be 

made online at: 

www.iowaroofingcontractors.com/ 

Registration 

 

Name: ______________________________________________ 

Company: ___________________________________________ 

Company Address: ____________________________________ 

     ____________________________________ 

Phone Number: ______________________________________ 

Email: ______________________________________________ 

    New Certification / Re-Certification 

    Renewal 

 

Online Registration and all Payments may be 

made online at: 

www.iowaroofingcontractors.com/ 

Please Review the Equipment / Material and Safety Requirements online prior to Attending the Training.  

Costs are $200.00 per applicator  



The Iowa Roofing Contractors Association is 
dedicated to the betterment and education of 
the roofing industry.  Our organization has 

been in existence for nearly 50 years and 
continues to provide high level education to 
the industry.  Membership includes residen-

tial and commercial contractors as well as 

manufacturer’s representatives, wholesalers 

and other industry professionals.   

 

Interested in becoming a member?  Please 

contact us for more information.   

 

Iowa Roofing Contractors 

Association 

IRCA 

Justin Sullivan, Ex. Secretary 

6605 New York Circle  

Des Moines, IA 50322.. 

Phone: 515-635-5294 

Fax: 515-278-1633 

E-mail: 

info@iowaroofingcontractors.co

 

Organization 


